ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
One of the most challenging dilemmas facing educators to day is the elimination or reduction of dropout rates in North Carolina. The dropout rates in the North Carolina public schools have been a major concern of educators, parents and other stakeholders in preparing young people for future success in this ever-changing global society. High school is an absolute necessity for young people to have every opportunity to realize their dreams of competing in the job markets or acquiring a college education. 
By
have employed innovative strategies in order to address the academic challenges faced by some minority ninth grade students. Educators recognize the enormity of the challenge and must make sound decisions when it comes to school reform; as one writer suggests, "We must summon the political will to demand changes if we are to be competitive in the global community" .
In the U.S. more than 1.2 million drop out of school every year, roughly 7,000 each school day. Forty two percent of freshman in community colleges and twenty percent of freshman in public four year institutions require remedial courses in reading, writing, or math to handle college level work" . In a survey, employers expressed disappointment because many high school graduates lack the necessary skills to compete for jobs in the U.S. In 2005, sixty percent of U.S. manufacturing companies surveyed said that high school graduates were poorly prepared for entry-level jobs. Our nation faces a choice: do nothing to fix a broken high school system and watch our competiveness further decline in this current global economy or devise strategies designed to help prepare the major challenges educators, parents, and other stakeholders must find ways to help increase these rates" (NCDPI, 2011) .
This research investigation focused on the graduation rates of At-Risk African American and Hispanic students who ethnically comprise the two largest student subgroups of students in North Carolina. American Indian and multiracial students will also be included in the research data. Table 1 .
Subgroup information is based on data collected when a student is last seen in the cohort. North Carolina collects a four-year graduation rate each year that indicates the percentages of first-time ninth graders who graduated from high school four years later. This complete dropout report and local school district numbers can also be found included in a 
Value
Present statistical data has shown that ninth and ten grade students are dropping out of high school at alarming rates.
In North Carolina, these students are deemed "At-Risk" The More than half of respondents rate their program as increasing the graduation rate. The Table responses indicated that the highest number (5) The majority of correspondents rate their programs as increasing the Attendance rate for a Freshman Academy operating 7 to 8 years. In Table 2 , responses indicated that the highest number (5) was in the item that stated:
Graduation rate for school (89%) higher than district rate (85%) resulting from separate building for freshman academy program. The lowest responses (3) were in the item that stated: Program considered successful because of graduation rate and mid-year promotion to tenth grade.
Meta-Cognitive Analysis
Chi Table   3 .
The percentages of the schools identified in the study which implemented a ninth grade or freshman academy was ten out of the seventeen that showed a positive impact in terms of student achievement and a reduction of dropout events, while five out of seventeen schools showed a negative impact or increase in dropout events reported during the same period of time. Two out of seventeen 
